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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Arthritis Foundation Holds Annual Advocacy Summit 

Chicago Advocates Travel to Capitol Hill to Push Legislators for Funding

CHICAGO—(January, 2009)– People suffering from arthritis of all ages and from across the country will meet in Washington DC for the Arthritis Foundation’s annual Advocacy Summit in order to ask legislators to increase funding for arthritis research, care and prevention programs. Arthritis advocates will tell their personal stories regarding their struggle with arthritis to their members of congress during the Arthritis Foundation’s annual Advocacy Summit March 2-4. Their voice will speak for the 46 million Americans coping with arthritis in the United States. Children with arthritis will be the focus of this summit since arthritis is falsely accepted as an older person disease. Two Chicagoland families will represent the Greater Chicago area. Nathan Palma, a 14-year-old boy with arthritis, and his family of Skokie, Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky’s District, and Cindy Copenhaver, of Thornton, IL, an Arthritis Foundation Exercise Trainer from Congressman Jesse Jackson Junior’s District. Specific activities designed for kids will be held at the summit, including Capitol Hill visits.
Current arthritis statistics:

· 46 million adults have doctor-diagnosed arthritis nationwide.

· Arthritis is the nation’s most common cause of disability in the U.S.

· The CDC estimates that the cost of arthritis (including medical care and lost productivity) in Illinois alone is $2.67 billion annually, and over $128 billion annually nationwide.  

· 300,000 children nationwide have arthritis or related diseases.

About the Arthritis Foundation

The Arthritis Foundation is the only nationwide, nonprofit health organization helping people take greater control of arthritis by leading efforts to prevent, control and cure arthritis and related diseases -- the nation's number one cause of disability.  The Arthritis Foundation is the largest non-governmental funder of arthritis research in the world.  Since 1948, the Arthritis Foundation has provided nearly $380 million to arthritis-related research through its nationally recognized peer-review research award program.   For free information on improving health and limiting the impact of arthritis, contact the Arthritis Foundation at 1-800-735-0096 or visit www.arthritis.org.
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